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of the enemy at- York, were fult 1ipening to a
point.. I have now to acquaint yput exceu;n‘}y
that I marchtd from Williamfburg, with the whole
army, on the a8:h, and approached wjthin aboyt
two miles of the enemy at York. At which dif-
tance 4 fhew was made of fome opppfition op our

Jefr; but upon the-count’ Rocham 5 who com.
- mands that part of the army, his moving a few

pieces of field artillery under: the diretjons ofithe

baron de Wiominil, and giving a few fhots, the
enemy retired. ' On the agth the Awmerican troops
moved torward, and took their ground in front of
the enemy’s works on their left, no oppofition ex-
cepta few fcattering fhots from a fmall work, by
Noor's-mill, on Wormley cieek, and a hattery on
the left of Pigeon-quarter, A fmalt fire alt day
trom our tifie-men and the enemy’s jogers. “Lhir-
tieth, in the mornuig we diftovered tiat the enemy
irad evacuated all their exterior line of works, and
withdrawn to thole near the body ot the town. by
this means we are in pefizflion of very adfantageous
grounds, which command in a very near acvance,

Simoft the whole remaining line of their defence.

211 the expedition that our circumitances will ad .

it is ufing to bring up our heavy artillery and
.- fteres, and to open our batterics, This work, 1
fiops, will be executed in a few days, when our
fire will begin with great vigour.

The inveltment of the enenry is now fully com-
pleted, and drawn very near their lines, except on
the river aLove the town, where their conumunica-
tion is ftill open. To prevent this, and to comn.
plete the new blockade, a requeft is gone to the
count de Grafle, defiring hiun to pufl, 1f he thinks
it prafticable, one or more fhips ubove thE town,
‘This, if effe&ted, will anfwer many very valuable
purpofes. iy -

The pofition of thie count de Grafle is judicionfly
taken, the main fleet keeping their ftation in Lynn-
Haven bay, and detachments made to fecure the
rivers. The determination of the count is faveur-
ably difpofed to comply with our withes IR every
neceflary co-operation. ;

I fhall continue to keep congrefs advifzd of fuch
cccurrences as are woithy the communicaticn.
With the highelt regard and efiecm, Ihave the
honour to be, your exceliéncy’s wmolt obedient and
rooft humble fervant,
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- G. WASHINGTON.
His Excellency the prefident of congrels.

Head-quarters, before York, O¢t, 12, 1781,

SIR,

MY laft difpatch to your exceliency was of the
6th. I tnen intormed you that we fhould open
trenches on that night; wedid fo and eftablifhed
our firlt parallel within 6co yards ot the eneiny’s
works, with the lofs ot only onc officer of the
French artiliery wounded, and 16 privates kiile
and wounded, the greateft part of which were of
the French line.

The 7th and Sth we were employed in complete-
ing the 11t parallel, and in ereting batter:es fome-
what advanced of it. n

The gth at 3 o’clock in the afternoon the French
battery cn the left, of four 12 pounders, 6 mortars
and howitzers, opened, and at 5 o'clock the A-
merican battery on the right, of fix 13 and 24
pounders, 3 mortars and 3 howitzers, opened alfo,
We werc informed thut our fhelis did confiderabie
execution in the town, and we could perceive that
our fhot, which were directed againit the enciny’s
embrazures, injured them much.

The 1oth two French batteries, one of ten 18
and 24 pounders, and 6 mortars and howvitz.rs,
the other of four 18 pounders, opened ; as did two
more American batteries, one ot four 18 pounders,
the other of two mortars. ‘I he fire now hecame o
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EE ] exceflively heavy, that the enemy withdr=w their
g cannon from their embrazures, placed them be-
hind the marlins, and fcarcely fied a fhot during
'y the whole day. In the evening the Charon frigats,
“ of 44 guns, was fet on fire by a hot ball from the

French battery on the left, and entirely confumsd.

Her guns and ftores had been taken out. By the

i report of a deferter, our fhells, which were thrown
with the utmoft degree of precifion, did much
milichief in the courfe of the day.

Yeftercay morning two of the enemy’s t1anfports
were fired by hot fhot and burnt. 1hi. has oc-
cafioned them to warp their fhipping as far over to
the Gloucefter fhore as poffible.

We laft night advanced our fecond parallel with-
in yoo yards of the enemy’s works with little or no
annoyance from them. Only one man was killed
and 3 or 4 wounded. I fhall think it ftrange in.
deed it lord Cornwallis makes no vigorous exertions
in the courfe of this mght or very foon afier.

" I cannot but acknowledge the infinite obligations
I am under to his excellency the count de Kocham.
beau, the marquis St. Simon, commanding the
troops trom the Weft.Indies, the other general of.
ficers, and indeed the officers of every denomina-
tion in the French army, for the affiftance which
they afforded me, The experience of many of
thofe gentlemen in the bufinefs before us, is of the
utmeft advantage in the prefent operation. And
1 am fenfible it muft give your excellency and con-

refs the higheft plufux:e toknow that the greateft

The

\argony prevails between the two armies. | They carpe ] |
feeﬁa&mteﬁ one fpirit, ghatof fuppreing thé  through tF abattit and pallifadoes. - A
honour W’ lied arms, Qpdipufhungtheir ap-, A

proaches with the utmoft vigour, ] have the ho™"

nouz to bg, with perfe& gelpeét and efteem, your

exccﬂenc'y‘:’r'no'ﬂ obcd&ut t’n‘gf“ry Bumble fesvast,
~ G. WASHINGTON.

His Excellency the prefidentcof condrefs. -,

s}{;a;!{-_quan:r)‘ before York, Q&. 36, 3783.,.
. h . S - 2N ot Y

I HAD the honour to inform your excellency
in:my lat, of.the rath-inft. ‘that-we had;the even-
ing before opened our fecond parallel;  the agth
and 14th wenwere employed in completing it.  The
engineers having deemed the two redouvts on the
left o the enemy’s line fufficiently injured by our
fhot and fheils, to mmake them pradticabie, it was
determiined to carry them by aflault, on-the even-
of the 14th ; tbe following dilpofition was accord-
ingiy made. I be work on the enemy’s extrems,
lett to e attacked by the American iig .t infantry,
under the comumana of the marquis de la Fayette;
thae othier by a detachnent of the French grenadiers
and cheflcurs, commanded by major general the
Laron de Viominil. 1'have the plealur. to intcrm
your cxcellency that we fucceeaed in both. No-
3hing could exceed the firmnefs aud bravery of the
tioops. They advanced under the fire of the enc.
iy without returning a fhot, and effeted the Sufi-
nels with the bayonst only. The reports ot his ex-
cejlency ths count de Rochambeau, the marquis de
la Fayette, and licutenant-colonel Hamiiton, copies
ot which I enclofe, enter more patticuiarly into a
detail of the mode in which the attacks, on the
part of the French and American columns were
conducted,  We made prifoners, in bsth redoubts,
1 major, 2 captains, s fubalterns and 67 privaies.

‘The woiks which we have carried are of vait im-
portance to us. From them we fhall enfilade the
enumy’s whele line ; and 1 am in hepes we fhall be
avie to comman . tie communicaticn trem Yok to
Glouc:fber, I think the barteries of the fecond
parall.l will be in tuttic ent forwardnefs to begin to
piay in the courie ot this day.

L'ne casiny, laft night, made a fortic fur the firtt
time, i hey ontesed one or the French and one of
the American datteries on the fecond paraiei which
were unfinithed. 1 hey had only time to thruit the
points of t eir bayoncts into four pieces ot the
French and two o1 the American artiilery, and
bresk them off, but the fpikes were ealily extralted.
‘I hey weire repuifed the moimnent the fupport:ing
trocps came u,, ieaving behind them 7 or § d=ad
and 6 prifoners. The French hid 4 officers and 12
privates kilied and wounded, and we had one fer-
ge.nt mortaldy wouanded,

Fencloie your exsellency a return of the killed
and swounded, of poth armies, up to the prefent
time. It is much fmaller than might have been
expetted. I have the honour to be, with perfett
1efpeét, your exceliency’s moft obedient fervant,

g G. WASHING 1 ON.
His txcellency the prefident of congrefs.

Copy < tife report of his excellency the count de
Rochambeau,

ON the night between the 13th and 15th inft.
the French was mounted by the regiment of Gati-
ncis and koyal Deux Ponts, commanded by the
baron de Viominil ; to which were added four com-
panizs ot Fiench auxivaiy grenadiers. We had
refoived to attack, as foon as dark, thetwo re-
dounts on the left of the enemy, that were detach-
ed trumn their other works, The marquis deia
Fayctte undertook that on our right with the A-
merican troops.  he baron de Viominil thaton
our lctt with the French. Four hurdred grena-
diers, commanded by the count Wiliam Ueux
Ponts and Monf. de I'Eftrade, lieutenant.colonel
ot Gatinois, opened the attack; they were fup-
ported by the regiment of Gatinois. ‘I'he marquis
de la Fayette and the baron Viominil m.de lo vi-
gorous and ftrong a ¢ifpofition of thewr troops, that
they carried the two redoubrs tword in hand, and
kiiled, wounded, and took the greater part of thoie
who d:fended them. The number ot prifoners
amounts to 73, one major and g cuner officers in.
ciuused,

‘Fhe troops, both Anerican and French, have
thewn tiie wolt dillinguifed courage. The count
Wiiiam Deux Pouts was flightly wounded by a
canson ball; he is notin the lcaft danger. 1he
chevaiier deia Meth, atjutant qu.rter maiter-ge-
neral, has been feverely wounded in both knees oy
two aifferent mulket bails. Monf. de Sireuit, cap-
tain ot the chaffeurs of the regiimsnt of Agenois
and two other officers of the fame regiment have
been wou. ded. " 1is the third time thiat Monl. de
Sireuit, though very young, has been wounded,
unluckily this time, the wound is very dangerous.
We have had 100 men Kkilled or wounded. The
troops are full of the highett praifes of the baron de
Viominil, who likewite is exceecingly pleafed with
their courage and firmnefs, :

I have ordered two days pay to be diftributed to
the four companies of grenadiers and chaffears of
the regiment of Gatinois and Royal Deux Ponts,
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The marquis de la Fay.
Camp before Yeor!

and carpenters, who opened the way for the troop

~ " Camp before York, Ot. 16, x7n',~:l
M{’ dear general, ' /

Y.QUR -excellency baving perfonally feen our

difpofittons; ‘I fhail only give an actount of what

paged in.the execution, .

. Colonél- Gimat's battalion led the van, and was

followed by that of colonel Hamilton, who com.

time a party of eighty men, under colonel Lauren,
turned the redaubt. I beg leave to refer your ex.
cellency to the report 1 have received from colonel
Hamilton, whofe well known talents and gallantry,
were on this occafion, moft confpicuous and fer.
viceable ; our obligations to him, to colonel Gimat;
to colonel Laurens, and to each and all the oficery
and men, are above expreffion: not one gun was
fired, and the ardour of the troops did not give
tinie to the fappers to derange the abattis; and
owing to tte corduét of the commanders and
bravery of the men, the rcdoubt was ftormed with
uncommon rapidity.

Colonc) Barber's battalion, which was the firft ia
the fupporting column, being detached to the aid
of the advan.e, arrived at the moment they were
getting over tne works, and executed their order
with the utmoit alacrity., ‘I'he colonel was flighty
wounded. The remainder of the column, uade
geneiais Muienberg and Hazen, advanced with ad
mirable firmnefs and difcipline. Colonel Voe'
battalion difplayed to the lett, a part of the divifio
fucceffiveiy dreifing by him, whilft a kind of fecond
line was forming columns in the rear. Itadd
greatly to the charaéter of the troops, that unde
the fice ot the enemy, they difplayed with perfi
filence and order. !

Give me leave, particularly, to mention majo
Barber, divifion infpector, who dittinguithed him
feif and received a wound by a cannon ball.

In making the arrangements for the fupport of
the works we had reduced, 1 was happy to fin
general Wayne and the Pennfylvanians lo fituate
as to have given us, in cafe of need, the moft ef
fetual fupport. 1 have the honour to be, with th
molt perfect refpe&, your excellency’s moit humb

fervant,
LA FAYETTE.
His Exceilency general Wathingten,

SIR,

I HAVE the honour to render you an accou
of the corps under my command, 1n your atta
of laft night upon the redoubt on tneleftoft
enemy’s iines.

Agreeable to your orders we advanced int
columns with unloaded arms, the right compaft
of licutenant-colonel Gimat's battalion and m|
own, commanded by major Fith. Theleft ot a dg
tachment commanded by lieutedant-colonel
rens, deftined to take the enemy in reveric, and iz
tercept their retreat. ‘I he column on the righ
was preceded by a van guard of twenty (nen, 18
by lieutenant Mansficid ; and a detachment ot 2
pers and miners, commanded by captain Gillilan
for the purpofe of removing obitructions.

The redoubt was commanded by major Cam,
beli, with a detachment of Britith and Germ
troops, and was completely in a ftate of defence.

1 he rapidity and immediate f{uccels ef the
fau't, are the beft commment on the bechavieur
the troops. N

Lieutenant-colonel Laurens difinguifhed him{
by an exact and vigorous execution of his part
the plan, by entering the enemy's ws}'k, wx.th
corps, among the foremoft, and making prifog
the commanding officer of the redoubt. Lieul
nant-colonel Gimat's battalion, which formed
yan of the right attack, and which fell under §
immediate oblervation, encouraged by the deci
and animated example of their leader, advang
with an ardour and refolution fuperior to every g
ftacle. They were feconded by major Fifh with
battalion under his command, who, when the fr
of the column reached the abattis, unlocking
corps to the left, as he had been dire&ted, advan
with fuch celcrity, as to arrive in time top
pate in the affauit, 5

Licutenant Mansfield deferves particular c¢
mendatiou, for the coolnefs, firmnefs and pun
ality, with which he conduted the van gu
Captain Clney, who commanded the firft plat
of Gimat's batralion, is entitled to peculiar
plaufe. Heled his platoon into the work wit
empiary intrepidity, and received two bayg
wounds. Captain Gillitand with the detach
of fappers and miners, acquitted themfelves
manner that did them great nonour.

I do but juttice to’the feveral corps when I |
the pleafure to affare you, there was not 20 Oy |
nor foldier whofe behaviour, ifit could be p
cularifed, would rot have a-claim to the
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From the 11th to the 1
lel. Main agtack, 4 w
‘rer, 3 wouaded,

From the 1ath to the 1:
tateries on the 2d paralle
Twe officers wounded.
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#doudbts ot the enemy d
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approbation. _As it would have been 2 f‘ JR Xutenant Mansfield, of
delay and lefs to wait for the removal of . ‘pf_mfmgr:.
battis and pallifades, theardour of the Pl Colonel Scamr

indulged in pafing over them. 3

There was a happy coincidence of moves EDW



